officer von Rintelen being accused by both as a clumsy
amateur. The evidence given seems to carry the implica-
tion that neither the ex-Ambassador nor the Military
Attache had any love for the Naval officer who was, for
such a short while, attached to the military wing of the
German Secret Service and who was, at the time of the
sitting of the Committee, safely locked behind bars in
Atlanta gaol in America. As a result of this evidence, von
Rintelen, on his liberation a few years later, found very
few friends in Germany and his demand for an enquiry
into his case was refused.
One of the first acts of the Republican Government
in 1919 was to declare a general amnesty for all political
and military prisoners and for all those against whom
disciplinary action was pending. Lieutenant von Ribbentrop
was about to stand his trial for being absent without leave
from his unit on active service, but upon the introduction
of the amnesty law, his case was dismissed.
Now Ribbentrop was no ordinary deserter. It will be
remembered that he arrived in the middle of the war,
on secret mission, in America. As in all such cases his
tracks were so covered that not even his commanding
officer knew his whereabouts, and upon his return to
Germany after America's entry into the war, conditions
were so abnormal that the necessary minute at the War
Office was not notified to his unit, either through the
stress of the campaign or some negligence on the part of
a record clerk, and he remained " absent without leave ".
This arbitrary dismissal of what would have remained
a permanent stigma on his military reputation, was not
at all tasteful to von Ribbentrop, who had no wish to receive
favours from a " Red" Government, so he applied to
the War Office for a trial of his case. The War Office
politely refused his request on the grounds that it had no
power to reopen the matter, since a matter dealt with by
a general amnesty would have no standing before a later
convened tribunal.
Resourceful von Papen, however, found a way out of
what, for a German officer, was an untenable position.
Within a very short while after the War Office refusal
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